10

Rainbow Spirit

Archbishop John R. Roach
addresses GLBT 1issues

OFFERS PASTORAL RECOMMENDATIONS AND PRAISES THE WORK OF CPCSM

by Michael Bayly, M.A.

Archbishop John R. Roach was the key-
note speaker in-the first of a series of
luncheon talks focused on ministry to
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
(GLBT) persons and organized by the
Catholic Pastoral Committee on Sexual
Minorities (CPCSM).

Speaking on Tuesday, April 14 at the
Cathedral of St. Paul, the archbishop
began his talk by praising the “remark-
able” history and work of CPCSM. “You've
made a genuine contribution to the faith
quality of our society,” the archbishop
said. “| congratulate and thank you and
am grateful for all that you do.”

The archbishop's talk, entitled “A
Bishop’s Journey with Gay Ministry:
Transforming Gospel Values into Human
Rights and a More Inclusive Church,”
addressed both the theological basis of
ministry to GLBT persons and the funda-
mental pastoral question: “Whatdowe as
Church do in order to make real a sense
of compassion, justice and respect for
the human dignity of all people?”

“The Catholic Church recognizes and
affirms the human dignity and worth of
gay men, lesbians, bisexuals and
transgender persons,” the archbishop
declared. “They have arightto theirown
humanrights. . . Humandignity and rights
are God given. They're notearned by our
behavior nor are they brought into exist-
ence by the power oflaw. Some persons
find themselves to be homosexual in ori-
entation through no fault of their own and
our Catholic tradition affirms the human
dignity and worth of those persons and
recognizes the need for protection of
their basichumanrights. Like all persons
they have a right to respect, economic
and personal security, and social equal-
ity. And it is a matter of injustice when
they suffer violation of their basic human
rights as a result of prejudice. Social
isolation, ridicule, and economic depriva-
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" ... it is a matter of injustice when [GLBT persons] suffer
violation of their basic human rights as a result of prejudice.
Social isolation, ridicule, and economic deprivation are in-
compatible with basic social justice and ... absolutely foreign
to our basic sense of decency and to our commitment to the
gospel of Jesus Christ.” - Archbishop John R. Roach

(above with Maxine Dohmen, parent of gay son, Marty Dohmen of Families and Friends)

tion are incompatible with basic social
justice and . . . absolutely foreign to our
basic sense of decency and to our com-
mitment to the gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Yet the archbishop also reminded the
audience that the Church’s moral teach-
ing does not sanction homosexual acts.
“That’'s where our tension is,” he said.
“We would be foolish notto recognize that
theologically and pastorally.” Neverthe-
less suchtensions can be made bearable
and even lead to growth, the archbishop
noted, when we remember that in all our
difficulties “we share a part of the pas-
sion, death and resurrection of Jesus . .
. We need to be reminded that you and |

are brothers and sisters in the Body of
Christ. That has to be the very foundation,
the base of the way in which we relate to
one another. Prejudicial attitudes, dis-
criminatory behaviors and vicious at-
tacks upon persons not only violate the
rights of [GLBT] persons but are serious
sins againstthe community of the Church.”

Throughout his talk the archbishop
praised the work of many in attendance
who actively seek to “create an environ-
ment of justice, peace, dignity and re-
spect,”and who aimto change hearts and
attitudes. “In our pastoral ministry you
and | do everything we possibly can in
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